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Another body says that spinning is good but it is a long-drawn-
out agony. And a third says, "Although khaddar and hand-
spinning are good in themselves, they can have no place in national
franchise.5* I hold views absolutely contrary to them. And my
conviction is growing upon me day by day, so much so that if I
had all time to myself I would be spinning away every hour and
feel that every revolution of the charkha was bringing swaraj nearer
and nearer to us. Multiply that revolution by 300 million and
you imagine the momentum that is set free for the attainment of
swaraj. But that momentum you will set free only if you have the
conviction that fires me in its efficacy for the attainment of swaraj.
There are many things that I have said in my address. Srimati
Sarojini Devi has asked me to touch upon one thing; and out of
regard for her who has rendered such splendid service in South
Africa I do so now. That is Hindu-Muslim unity. Maulana
Shaukat AH says, "I am tired of the whole business. Let us simply
leave alone Hindu-Muslim riots wherever they happen/* There is
a good deal of wisdom in that big head; it is not all fat, I tell you
(Laughter.). Repeatedly he has said, "These Mussalmans of mine
have become idiots. They have become demented. Similarly
your Hindus also have become idiotic. We are trying to decide
their disputes and in trying to do so we are allowing swaraj to slip
through our hands. So let us leave them alone." But how can I
do so ? Hindu-Muslim unity, like the charkha^ is a madness with
me; it is a passion with me. I cannot possibly leave it and forget
all about it. So also, you see, I dote on that little girl, Gulnar.
"Why does this man dote upon her ?" you may ask. "With a reason,"
say L This girl when she grows will think of one Gandhi who
though a sanaiani Hindu that would not share meat with her, would
not touch beef himself, used to let others eat it if they liked, al-
though, he himself worshipped the cow. I might die by the time that
girl reaches the year of maturity. When she grows up she will trans*
mit my message. She is today pure and innocent. She thinks every-
thing is right. She knows nothing of hatred. She is all love- I
find in her love personified. Therefore, I have been treating her
as my very flesh and blood in spite of the sea that divides her from
me. I am trying to unite myself with the Mussalmans by this
means. She thinks that her Koran makes it lawful for her to kill
the cow, while my religion enjoins upon me not to kill the cow.
Who am I under the circumstances to prevent her from tilling
the cow? I would be denying my religion if I did so. But I wish
to conquer her by preaching love, I will tell her, "The Koran
does not pledge you to kill the cow or eat beef; my religion not